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Piracy flourished in the early 18th century, producing many of the buccaneers whose
legendary names have gripped our imaginations: Blackbeard, Captain Kidd, and
Bartholomew Roberts, to name a few. Yet piracy on the high seas existed long before
Blackbeard's name struck terror in the hearts of merchant seamen - Julius Caesar was
captured by pirates - and it remains a problem today. Modern pirates regularly attack
vessels sailing through the South China Sea. The History of Pirates traces piracy from the



seas of antiquity to the New World and beyond. It represents a thorough, authoritative,
and memorable portrait of the fascinating world of pirates. Detailed maps bear vivid
testimony to the far-ranging exploits of these capricious, often charismatic, and
frequently bloodthirsty robbers of the high seas. Konstam's vast knowledge of maritime
history, and his study of countless manuscripts and historic objects, have helped to make
this book a truly exceptional study.

Reviews:

“The History of Pirates by Angus Konstam is a must have book for any pirate enthusiast.
It spans the entire history of piracy, although not to any great depth, and it uses some of
the best pictures and art work I have seen. This is a perfect coffee table book as suggested
by some other reviewers, and it serves that purpose very well. I could not more strongly
recommend this book, what a great read!” — Thefist.org (pirate website)

“A great read! This is a wonderful book to get kids into history and teach them at the
same time. The details are great.” — Amazon Reviewer

“Well, mateys... As a source, as reference material, as a historical work; The History of
Pirates is something you can either consult to receive information, or read in the light of
a lamp, drinking old whisky/rum as a book of adventures. Want the quality organization
of an encyclopaedia and magnetism of a novel? This is your chance. Bravo, Angus.
Bravo!” — Amazon Reviewer

“The scope of this book is very wide. It covers the history of piracy from the ancient
world until the modern age. The bulk of the material, however, covers the golden age of
piracy in the Caribbean Sea and the Indian Ocean. The format of the book is very large
with full color pictures on every page. Basically it's a coffee table book. The color pictures
definitely stir the imagination. Fan of pirate lore and fans of the recent movie "Pirates of
the Caribbean" will be pleased to read this.” — Amazon Reviewer
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